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CONTIGUOUS COLLIQUEF ACTION FORMING A SURFACE FILM FOR A 
COMPOSITE STRIP 

Preliminary Amendment 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to substantive examination of the present application, please consider the 
application amended as follows: 




))(Once Amended) An automotive weatherseal, comprising: 

(a) a resilient elastomeric body; and 

(b) a colliquefied powder coating forming a contiguous surfac.e-filrh onjjjporfion 
of the resilient elastomeric body, the surface film having a tMctai^ssJe^thah 0.2 mm. 

2. (Once Amended) The u„;onioL;Vw "weatherlie^ i, wherein the resident 
elastomeric body includes a trim portion and'a^s^ling'portion. 

3. (Once Amended) The automotive weatherseal of Claim 1 , wherein the surface 
film has a thickness between'^p^oximately 0.05 mm and 0.2 mm. 

4. (Once Amended) The automotive weatherseal of Claim 1, further comprising a 
metallic reinforcing member connectgdto th e resi lient-body.— 

(Once Amended) An automotive weatherseal, comprising: 
(a) a substrate having a first portion formed of a first elastomeric material and a 
second portion formed of a different second elastomeric material; and 
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(b) a powder coating colliquefaction forming a contiguous surface layer bonded jje 
the first portion and the second portion. 

6. (Once Amended) The automotive weatherseal of Claim 5, w^er€m the first 
elastomeric material is a thermoset material and the second elas£oifieric material is a 
thermoplastic material. 

7. (Once Amended) The automotive wpatherseal of Claim 5, further comprising a 
metallic reinforcing member connected tp'dne of the first portion or the second portion. 



8. (Once Amended) T^eiiutomotive weatherseal of Claim 5, wherein the 
colliquefaction has a thickfiess between approximately 0.05 mm and 0.2 mm. 



9. (On£e<Amended) The automotive weatherseal of Claim 5, wherein the 
colliquefaction is a thermoset material and the second elastomeric material is a 
thermoplastic material. 

/IkQ/ (Once Amended) A weatherseal comprising a colliquefaction of a powder 
coating defining a contiguous surface film on a resilient elastomeric portion of the 
weatherseal. 



1 1 . The weatherseal of Claim 10, wherein the powder coating includes a 
thermoset and a thermoplastic material. 

12. The weatherseal of Claim 10, wherein the colliquefaction is a thermoset 
material and the weatherseal includes a thermoplastic portion bonded to the 
colliquefaction. 

13. The weatherseal of Claim 10, further comprising a metallic reinforcing 
member. 

14. The weatherseal of Claim 10, further comprising a thermoplastic portion and 
a thermoset portion, and the colliquefaction is bonded to the thermoplastic portion and 
the thermoset portion. 

15. The weatherseal of Claim 10, wherein the colliquefaction has a thickness less 
the 0.2 mm. 
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16. The weatherseal of Claim 10, further comprising a metallic reinforcing 
member having a U-shaped cross sectional profile. 

17. The weatherseal of Claim 10, wherein the contiguous colliquefaction is 
continuous. 




18. (Once Amended) The weatherseal of Claim 10, wherein the colliquefactionjs 
located to form a sealing surface. 

19. (Once Amended) The weatherseal of Claim^Orwberein the colliquefaction 
has a gloss appearance. 

^ (Once Amended)^Aw,eatKerseal for sealing an interface between two 
confronting surfaces in an-automotive vehicle, the weatherseal comprising; 

(a) an.el^stomeric base; 

(b) ^^aresilient sealing portion for contacting one of the confronting surfaces; 

(c) a colliquefication of a powder coating forming a contiguous surface film 
on one of the base and the sealing portion. 



2 1 . (Once Amended) JEfie^ 
the sealing portico 



ierseal-of^laim-20, wherein the surface film is on 




22. (Once Amended) Th6 wfe^fee^akof Claim 20, wherein the sealing portion is 
elastomeric and the surfaceJUmn?^t\the szpftng portion. 

23. (Once Amende^ 
frinyiortiorrandThe colliquefaction is locatecLon-the trim portion. 

24. (Once Amended)*The weatherseal of Claim 20, further comprising a metallic 
reinforcing,mefnowi m me base. 

25. (Once Amended) The weatl^sealjDtGteiTn 20, wherein the colliquefaction is 



bonded to the one of the base anj 
separation. 



ealing portion to preclude non-destructive 




26. (Once Amended) The weathersea l of Claim 20, wherein t he base further 
comprises a taimj)oi^ of a different material than the sealing portion, and the 

colliquefecfion is bonded to the trim portion. 




VJ} A method of forming a surface film on a portion of a weatherseal, 
comprising: 

(a) creating an electric potential between the portion of the weatherseal and 
powder coating; 

(b) exposing the powder coating to the electric potential y tb attach the powder 
coating to the portion of the weatherseal; and 

(c) melting the powder coating on the portion of the weatherseal to form a 
contiguous surface layer on the portion of the weatherseal. 

28. The method of Claim 28, further comprising employing a thenno setting 
material in the powder coating. 



g;2Sp A method of forming a surface film on a weatherseal, comprising: 



(a) forming a resilient body about an electrically conductive member; 

(b) exposing the electrically conductive member to an electrical potential to form 
a surface charge on the resilient body; 

(c) exposing the surface charge on the resilient body to an oppositely charged 
powder coating to attract the powder coating to the resilient body; and 

(d) melting the powder coating on the resilient body to form a contiguous surface 
layer bonded to the bqdy. 

J^!^A method of forming a contiguous surface film on a weatherseal, comprising: 

(a) retaining a powder coating on the weatherseal; and 

(b) colliquefying the retained powder coating to form a contiguous surface film. 

3/1 . The method of Claim 30, further comprising electrostatically retaining the 

powder coating on the weatherseal. 

/ 

32. The method of Claim 31, further comprising forming the weatherseal of a 
polymeric material. 
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